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Date:  7/9/99 5:20 PM
Sender: Robert Lee Clark <clarkfarm@earthlink.net>
To: 9-NPRM-CMTS

Priority: Normal _ . _
Subject: NPRM 99-03 FaA—99-54a83 —41

Federal Aviation Adm nistration
Conment s concerni ng NPRM No. 99-03

Dear Sirs,

| have been a skydiver and a junp pilot for over 34 years and would like
to comrent on this NPRM

> 1. The nunber of places in the present 105 that hold the pil ot

> responsi bl e for hazards, spotting nistakes, junp equipnent, etc. is
not practical in today's operations.

> I n nost cases junp pilots may not have (nor are required to have) any
expertise to nake these decisions.

The "Pilot shall not allow' phrases in the FAR s make the pil ot
responsi ble for the actions, equipnment, ect. of the junpers.

> 2. Two problems cone to mind over this notification of the ATC
facility

> having jurisdiction over the airspace. First, our operation sets under
two levels of airspace jurisdiction. W

> have operated successfully for nearly 20 years with the Col orado
Springs Approach

> Control doing the coordinating (by land Iine) with Denver Center when
we clinb

> to our higher, Center controlled, altitudes. O herwi se we woul d be

> talking only to Center while dropping junpers in higher Center

ai rspace

> who will quickly fall into | ower Approach airspace. Al though we are
not

> inside any class C airspace the |ocal Approach gives us, and other

> traffic, flight following in the airspace that has the nost traffic.

>

> Secondly, unless | amreading this incorrectly, not advising the |oca

> FSS of off-DZ junps would elininate parachuting NOTAM's which we count
on

> for safety and part of our "see and be seen" responsibility. Being a
Publ i shed

Parachuting Area we have no requirenent to file NOTAMS in our normal
operations area

but do file NOTAM's for exhibition junps outside that published area.

>

> 3. The requirenent to report serious injuries to the FAAis a
duplication of what

our national organization does very well. As skydiving successfully
oversees itself there

is no need for further government involvement. Al relevant information

is avail abl e through
the United States Parachute Associ ati on.

An injury/fatality repqrtd rement is particularl unf easi bl e when
applied to junp Eﬂtég %jpg“ﬁe%mﬂ P Y

In most cases the pilots are continually involved with Iift operations
and, because injuriég) ERifts

fatalities are outsj@@NﬁHﬁ}nﬂiQﬁé of operation, may not be aware of
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those incidents for sonme tinme if

at all. In high Iift capability operations the flight operations
departnments are conpletely separate fromthe

other parts of the operation. Also, in the case of off field
operations, the pilot does not return to the

jump site.

Sincerely,

Robert Lee dark

Front Range Skydivers, Inc.
Calhan, Col orado (5V4)
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